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Advertiſement, 


Here is lately Publiſhed, 4 Letter of Advice to the Churches 
of the Nonconformilts i» the Engliſh Nation: Endeawouring 
wheir Satisfattion in that Point, Who are the True Church' of Eny- 


land? 


Short Amimadverſions ugon Dr. Calamy's Difsourſe ( in the Con- 
formiſts Caſes againſt Dillenters ) concerning a ſcrupulous Conſcience. 


An Anſwer to Dr. Scot's Caſes againſt Diſſenters, concerning 
Forms of Prayer. And the Fallacy of the Story of Commin plain- 


ly Diſcovered. 
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CONCERNING 


EDIFICA T IONe 


Henoured Sir, 


Have received your exceeding Civil Letter, with the Dif- 
courſe that you favoured me to ſend along with it, 
which was doubly acceptable to me. Firſt, As a New 
Eook, few of which come to us ( living at 1uch a Di- 
ſtance from your Metropoiis. ) Secondly, With reſpect 
to the Argument of it. A Diſcourſe concerning Edification, muſt 
be acceptable to every one who knoweth it to be his Duty, 
2 Pet. 3. 18. To grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of owr Lord 
and Saviour Jejus Chriſt, Which is in Engliſh Edification, You 
deſire my Thoughts concerning .it, which I ſhall freely give 
you. 


Kh Whea 
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Whether it us lawful for any Jan to forſake the Communion of the 
Church of England, and to go to' the ſeperate Meetings, becauſe he 
can better Edifie there, This he ſaith is Unlawful, and to make 
it plain, he faith Two Things muſt be firſt conſidered, 


1. What ſort of Perſon this 1s that asketh this Queſtion. 
2, What he meanetb by Edification. 


As to the Firſt, He ſuppoſeth the Perſon, not to Fudge any 
Thing unlawful in the Communion, This Sir will make his Que- 
ſtion to concern very few ( not one of an Hundred amongſt 
Diſſenters. ) 


By Edification, he means, he faith, Az Improvement of bis /pi- 
ritual Condition in the full Latitude of it, Theſe are Words 
large enough, comprehending Knowledge in the Underſtanding, 
Faith and Obedience reſpeCting the Will, and Warmth, or Zeal, in 
the AﬀeCtions, we agree that Edification indeed is nothing elſe, 
The Apoſtle calls us Gods Temple, his Building ;, and Edificati- 
on ſignifies nothing elſe, but a building up in Chriſt, in Faith, and 
Love, in Zeal and Holineſs ; and is the ſame Thing with what 
St. Fobn calls the Souls proſpering, 1 John 3. 1. An increaſing 
with the Increaſe of God, Col. 2. 19. (Sir) I cannot vnder- 
ſtand, how it ſhould be unlawful for a Man to do any Thing 
for this End; for his Soul can never proſper, nor increaſe, nor 
grow by any /inful 4# without doubt ; 1 do conceive therefore, 
the Author hath miſtaken his Qyeſtion, which ſhogld have been 
of wbat is lawful to do, not for better edifying, but upon pre- 
tence of it; for there is no doubt, but any Thing is lawful; for 
better edifying, God can be by nothing more glorified, nor can 
any Thing more tend to the ſaving of our own Souls ( which 
are the two great Ends of a Chriſtian. ) 


But Sir, to State this one Queſtion, he hath begged two 
others, 


rt, That 
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1. That Diſſenters Meetings are Separate Meetings. Suppoſe 
Sir, People meet together in the Church of St. Andrews in Hoj- . 
born, and another Congregation meet at St. Giles in the Fields, 
a Third ia Cheap/ide, and that none of theſe People ever go to 
any but their own Church, are they therefore Separate Meetings, 
when they all hear the ſame Scriptures Read, Sing the ſame 
Pſalms, hear the ſame Dotrine ( though in other Words) and 
Worſhip God by the ſame Aas of Worſhip, Prayer,- Praiſe, 
Preaching and Hearing, Adminiſtring and Receiving the ſame 
Sacraments; how are they Separate Meetings? Did ever any 
call the Dutch, and French Churches meeting oft-times in the 
Pariſh of Broad-ſtreet, Separate Meetings, becauſe they go not 
to hear the Miniſter in Broadſtreet ? 


2, He alſo aſſumes, That they forſake the Communion of the 
Church of England ; how doth that appear, many of them oft- 
times come to the Pariſh Churches, and join with the Con- 
gregation in Prayer, Praiſe, Hearing, Receiving the Sac ament, 
thoſe that do not, yet holding the ſame Faith, and performing 
the ſame Specifical, though not the ſame Numerical As of Wor- 
ſhip, that the Parochial Churches do; do no more forſake the 
Communion of the Church of England, than the Pariſhioners of 
St. Andrews Holborn forſake the Communion of the Church of 
England, becauſe they never are at Bow-Church, or that at 
Ludgate, 


But (Sir) we will for once admit, that the Meetings the 
People go to are Separate Meetings. 2. That they wholly forſake 
the Church of England, yet it they do it, becauſe they can edi. 
fie there better, I do think jt not lawful only, but neceſſa- 
ry alſo; for that Man doth not believe there is a God, or doth 
not know he hath a Soul; or doth not know his Chief End is 
to Glorifie God, and that his Souls Intereſt is his moſt valvable 
Intereſt, that doth not believe he may Separate from any par- 
ticular Church, that he may better edifie elſewhere, 


4 A Short Examination of 


I muſt confeſs Sir, when I read the Queſtion, as it is ſtated 
» by the Author, I was quite ſtartled at his Negative Determinati- 
on of it, and very delirous to ſee the Arguments by which he 


could prove it. 


But when I came to conſider them, p. 2. I was ſatisfied ; for 
his firſt Reaſon is, Becauſe there is no better Edification to be had 
in te Separate Meetings, than in tre Communion of the Church of 
England. This he proveth, 


Wy Becauſe Her Articles of Faith are thoſe which onr Diſſenters 
themſelves allow : Upon this he enlargeth, Page 3, 4. 


2. Becauſe ſhe laies a neceſſity upon a good Life, p. 4, 5. 
3. Becauſe ſle is fitly conſtituted to excite Devotion, p. 7, 8. 
4. Becanſe ſhe bath an excellent Order, and Diſcipline, p. 8, 9. 


But Sir, all this will not do, nor will prove more than half a 
Reaſon. 


But Page to, He.adds, This Conſtitution is uſed, and mana- 
ged in the beſt way by the Paſtors of our Church to edifie the Souls 
of Men, This he proves. 


1. Becauſe the Paſtors of our Church have ſtrict Commands laid 
upon them ſo to do, p. 11, 


2. That theſe commands are obeyed by the Paſtors of our Church, 
. and they do all things in it to Edification, p. 11, 12. 


Before I come to ſpeak to. this diſtintly, &c. we muſt con- 
ſider, What Communion it is with the Church of England, 
which is required; and for the withdrawing of which Diſſenters 
are ſtigmatjzed with the unintelligible Names of Schiſmaticis and 
Separatiſts, Is it for their not agreeing with the Docirines of 

Faith 
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Faith expreſſed in the Thirty Nine Articles ? Or becauſe the 
Dodtrine of our Church preſleth a* Neceſlity of an Holy Life- in 
Order to Salvatiop ? Or becauſe ſhe is tully- conſtituted for De- 
yotion ? &c. There is nothing leſs true, Do they Separate ſo 
as they will have no Communion with any of the Miniſters of 
the Church of England, in Praying or Hearing, &c, Neither is 
any thiog of that true, as to Multitudes of Diſc :t:7:? But the 
Communion required, 1s a Comminion with the Pariſl 1niſter in 
all Ordinances; if they will not, they are counted Scy2r/ſmeticks and 
Fanaticks, So that admit all he faith to be true, as to the 
firſt Head, yet if every Pariſh Minifter doth not Pray, Preach, 
adminijier Sacraments, manage his Paſtor.il Charge, &c. to the 
beſt Edification, his Argument holds no more, than it one ſhould 
argue, that becauſe a Carpenter lives in a Pariſh, hath admira- 
ble Timber laid by him, therefore I am bound to uſe him and 
no other, to build my Houſe, whether he knows ho to ule ir yea 
or n9, yea though | plaiuly fee he doth not. 


2, Again Sir, they that know any thing of Sovls, know that 
thongh they be equal, as to their Faculties, et they are aot 10 
as to their improved Capacities and Abilities; one Miniſter 
may be the fitteſt. to improve me in Knowledge, . fFanh, Love, 
&C. that is the moit unfit Man in the World to improve ano- 
ther, the Apoſtle hath taught us, that ſome #ee4 24k, others 
firong Meat, A Learned Man may be the fitteſt ro improve 
another Mans. Soul in Knowledge ( which by the way 1s the 
Foundation of Faith, Love, Obedience, orderly Zeal) who is 2s 
Learned as himſe!f, that may bz the molt tnfit to improve a 
poor Countrey Mans Sov], that cannot apprehend his Depth” of 
Reaſoning, nor his Latinized Stile, ror his Concealed Method, 
nor-i3 able to carry away Thr. Linzs of his Diſeovrſe. So as 
th's Author hath a very hard Task to prove; 2#z, Tot every 
Pariſh Miniſter, obeyeth the comman!s of the Church, and doeth at 
tings in Prayer, Preaching, &C. to the Faification of all th: Pari- 
fhiczers. But Sir, I ſhall not prejuvite him, this 15 only to tell 
you, what we muſt exp:& from ihe A-jror, it he thinks to 
prove his great Undertaking, this bcinz Premilec!, et me now 
£0 back tochis Third and Fourth Pare, 

Fe 
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1. I aid Sir before, that we own all the Dodrines of Faith, 
coutained in our Creed and Thirty Nine Articles; we grant 
thens Short aud Plain, but that they-are fo fully explained; thar 
nothing can. be. done further, to make them intelligible to the: 
meaneſt Souls. 1 cannot ſay, if you look Sir into the Syſtermre' 
of Confeſſions, you will ſcarce find any ſo ſhort as ours is, The- 
People had need have a very able, and painful Miniſter, that 
ſhall improve ſufficieatly in Knowledge by them. 


2. We like very well Sir, of what our Church determineth, 
aS to Good Works in the Eleventh, and Twelfth, and Thir- 
teenth of Her Articles of the Thirty Nine, in theſe Words, 


ART. 11. We are accounted Righteous before God, only for the 6:5 
Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not 
for our own Works and Deſervings. Wherefore, that we are 
juſtified by Faith only, is a moſt wholeſome Do@rine and very 
full of Comfort, as more largely is expreſſed in the "Homily of 
Fuſtification, 


. ART. 12. Albeit good Works, which are the Fruits of Faith 
cannot put away our Sins, and indare the Severity of Gods 
Judgments, yet are they pleaſing and acceptable to God in 
Chriſt, and do ſpring out meceſſarily of a true, lively, Faith, 
nſomuch that by them, a" lively Faith maay be as evidently 
known as a Tree diſcerned by the Fruit, | 


ART. 13. Works done before the Grace of Chrift, and the 
Inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, for as much. 
as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chrift, neither do they: 

make Men meet to receive Grace, or ( _ "i aw 

ow ſay) deſerve Grace of Conpruity. Tea rater. for that. they- 

: are not done, as God For pou ici them tb 'be winey 

| we doubt not -bat they bave the” Nature of Sin3* * +, jo 
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a word of Yertue, but the Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpi- 

ation of- the. Spirit ; and what makes ſome Men ſo- fond to 
| L avge rhe old Term of Grace into the newer. Term 'of 
1 Pertue (hardly Four Times meation'd by the Apoſtles ) 
| I cannot tell, unleſs it be to let ms know, they mean no 
other Things by good Works, but ſuch Things as may be 
done by common Graces. li” the Articles is not a Word 
of Good Works being the Yau! of our. Faith, the Articles 
ſay, they are. only the” Daughters, . and, inſeparable Fruit of 
opr* Faith; and calls none Good, dohe before the Grace of 
Chti/t, "and 1nſpiration of ih+'Sprrit. But Sir, we do agree, 
that our Articles ſpeak our Hearts'as . to good, Works, and 
we hope we may withdraw from ſuch 'as teach otherwiſe 
than theſe Articles, and yet, hold Communion .with the 
Church of Englatd';” becabſe ſuch Sons have themſelves no 
Communion with. Her in that Matter. .. 


3. Neither do we ſay, but that our Church is conſti- 
tuted fitly enough to excite Devotion, Nor, ſhall I ſay 
here any Thing about Her Order, and Diſcipline; be- 
| cauſe all that ts ſaid under this Head” ſignifies nothing, it 
x the Second: Thing be'not made Good, viz. 


| That this Conſtitution is uſed, and managed in the beſt 
way by the Paſtors of our Church to edifie the Souls of 
—_—_—. ! ; 


- of a Sorl in Knowledge, Faith, Love, Zeal, doth not fo 
| much depend vpon the Articles of a Church, its Rubricks or 
| * *Riles for Worſhip and Canons, as the Gifts which God 
| 
| 


| as 
| : For Sir, you will eaſily vnderſtand, that the buildin 
| 


© hath'given his-Miniſters, by which they preſs the Do@rines 

f Faith, and Rules of Holy Life contained in the Scrip- 

©, - tur and pour out Prayers for People ſuited to all their 

+ +» Necellivies ; their diligent; and conſtant Praftice in inftru- 
az teple, and, their potting in_ Execution ſuch Ryles 
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That tbere are ſiri Commands under great Penalties laid 
upon the Paſtors of our Church to do this, What of all 
this. 


So that all lies upon his Second Particular, p. 11. 


That all theſe Commands are obeyed by the Paſtors of our 
Church, and they do all Things to ſuch Edification, he 
ſhould have added what was ia his Propoſition, P. 2+ 
That there is no better in the Separate Meetings, than 
in the Communion of the Church of England. 


So that Sir, if you obſerve, he muſt prove, 


1. That every Pariſh Miniſter preacheth as diligently, 
and profitably z; for the generality of his Hearers Im- 
provement in the Knowledge of God, in Faith, Lowe, Ho- 
lineſs, Zeal, &c. as the Miniſters do in their Meetings, 
Or elſe Sir, he concludes no more than- this. * That it is 
not lawfut for meer Edification-ſake, for any Pariſhioners 
to Separate from the Communion with his Pariſh Miniſter, 
if he doth Preach as ſoundly, intelligibly, and profitably, for 
Peoples remembrance in Order to their Knowledge, Faith, 
Love, Holineſs, Zeal, as Miniſters do in Private Meet- 
ings. Indeed Sir, I am of his Mind, for I am for a near- 
neſs of Members of the ſame Church in Cohabitation, 
where it can be, without a Prejudice to Edification ; but 
if Chriſtians cannot ordinarily communicate in all Ordi- 
-Nances with their Pariſh Miniſters, and be equally in- 
ſtructed in the Truths of God, or Hear what they un- 
derſtand, or ia fuch Methods as they can. remember or 
Þ confirm's in Scripture, that they can ſearch the Scrip- 
tures and find, that Truth which they Gay, or cannot 
hear the whole Counſel of God, or be warmly preſſed by 
Arguments to a truly, holy Life in all Converſation, as 
they can at another Mecting. I thiak it 5s worth their 
while, and no vin againſt God to go where they -— 


OO — 
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The ſaving and edifying Souls is of more Conſequence 
than keeping the Limits of Pariſhes. 


Now as to this Sir, It is matter of Demonſtration, that 
every one muſt judge for himſelf ; for who preacheth molt 
profitably for one,muſt be determined of by him who knows 
the Capacity of the Hearer, which I am ſure none doth 
but himſelf; we need not judge of the Learning and Abi- 
lities of any Perſon. For he that preacheth moſt learned- 
ly, uſually preacheth leaſt to the Capacity of three Parts 
of his Hearers; and to a Learned Auditory, the plain 
Preacher preacheth moſt unprofitably as to his Improve- 
ment in Knowledge, 1 remember Sir, a Story out of 
Chry/oſtome, who tells us, that he heard a Chriſtian and an 
Heatben diſputing ridiculouſly. The Matter in debate 
was, whether Paul or Plato was the beſt Schollar. The 
Chriſtian maintain'd Pal was, the Heathen maintained 
Plato was, Thus faith Chryſoſtom, The Chriſtian ſtood 
to prove what was the Pagars Part, and the Pagan un- 
dertook to prove the Chriſtians Part, For the Chriſtian 
might have aid, if Plato were the beſt Schollar, it is no 
wonder he had more Diſciples thea Paxil, and the Heathen 
might have ſaid, if Paul were ſo much the beſt Schollar, 
It ts no wonder he made the Goſpel abound fo far. The 
Excellency of a Preacher, or his fitneſs to edefie Souls, is 
not to be determined from his Learning, but from his 
Pains, and Diligence, and Eye to the End of his Work, 
as to thoſe People ( or the generality of them ) to whom 
he preacheth and his wiſe accommodating Means fit for 
his End, This requireth the Knowledge of the Circum- 
ſtances of the generality of his Auditory, and noge but 
the particular Perſon can judge of him, who preacheth 
moſt to his particular Edification, - Scriptural, praGi- 
cal Preaching is undoubtedly for moſt general Edification ; 
becauſe Nine Parts of Ten of the moſt 'Auditories are 
unlearged, and underſtand. not rational DeduQtions unlcC; 
made eaſie, nor Scholaſtical Niceties, or Criticiſms, and 
for thoſe few that can, they are more edified by them in 

B 2 their 


10 A Short Examination of 


their Head, than in their Heart ; but he that preacheth 
ſolidly, plainly, ſcripturally, and” pradically,. may edifice tho 
beſt Hearers in their Faith, Love, and Obedience, and Zeal, 
which is the beſt” Edification ; for Men may. have a'great 
deal of Notion, and yet. periſh eternally. =, 


Sir, That there is generally in our Pariſh-Churches, 
more folid, plain, ſcriptural, and pradical Preaching, fitted 
for'the Capacity and Remembrance of the generality of 
Men and Women that come to hear, than there is in the 
Nonconformiſts Meetings, will not eaſily be allowed by any 
that commonly heareth both: Let, Sir, Men be never fo 
learned, if in popular Diſcourſes, where they: are ſpeaking 
to Five hundred Men, will: fpeak. to Five ; that. is,- to the 
Underſtanding of a-very few : I do not- believe, but the 
reſt may go away and hear ſuch as they underſtand better, 
and remember what they ſay. But there need no more 
words in this Caſe, i is moſt apparent, thatihe muſt know 
another very well, that can know what: Diſcourſe will edj- 
fie him beſt, and that no Body can poſſibly underſtand, or 
_— — but. himſelf ; ſo. as this. Argument is at. its 
length. | 


Sir, . he cometh p. 13. to what he calls his Second Ar- 
gument to prove this Propoſition, p. 2/- - - + MILE. 
1 


That it is unlawſul for any Men to forſake the Communicn 
of the Church of England, and go to the-ſeparate Mect+ 
mgs,. becauſe be can better edifie there, 


Becgnſe that thoſe who” uſually. make this pretence for Sepa= 
ration,” do commonly miſtake better” Edification. , 


- This1s, Sir,:a way.of Reaſoning, which 1 cannot under- 
ſtand, I cannot imagine how ahy 'Perſon ſhould ever be 
able to prove, that afar may wot 20-to:anothy Church that 
be may better edifie, Becauſe ſome, ' or\ many miſtak# the na+ 
ture. of Edification, doth it follow, Sir, that —— 

miſtake 
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miſtake it, therefore none knoweth it, or none can know it, 
or none that truly know the Natwe of it may purſue it ? | 


But really Sir, the Author of that Diſcourſe ſeemeth-to 
know it ſo well, that1 think we may all take his own No- 
tion of it, and agree with him, p. 2. 


- That it is an improvement of our ſpiritual Condition'in its 

fall lie? (15544 of 794 723990 04-24 05530 

, ' » WP 7p 6 (2M 

Let us build a little, Sir, vpon ſo good a- Fonnda- 
tion, -= 

"The Fdification of a Soul, Sir, 'is,”as a-noble, ſo a yery 

large Building, and-'comprehents - arr * increaſe” in Faith, 

Love, Obedience to the Will of God, with ap increaſe tn boly 

Aﬀettions, &C. | 


The Foundation of this large Building muſt be Know- 
ledge,” a knowledge of the Will of 'God revealed in Scri- 
pture, both as to things to be believed, and to be done. 
Hence 'the wife Man, Prov: 19. 2. tells us, ' That the Soul 
ſhould be without knowledge, 1s not good. The Apoſtle faith, 
Rom. 20. 14. How ſhall they call upon bim in whom they have 
nut believed ? And how ſhat they believe in him of whom 
they have not' beard ? And Cl. 3.10. he tells us, The new 
Han is renewed 4n knowledge. And 1 C0. 9. the Apoſtle 
prayeth, That Men may be filled with the knowledge of the 
Will of God in all Wiſdom, and ſpiritual Underſtanding. Agd 
titis to that end, that they may walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleaſinp, being" fruitful' in every good work, and increaſmg 
i2 the knowledge of God. ' And we are commanded in 2 Pet. 
3. 18, to Fgrow! th Grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
aud Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. © How, Sir, Men ſhould miſtake 
an increaſe in knowledge, ( which is the firſt Stone in this 
Spiritual' Building) for an bealin g of Fancy, and a ſtirring 
of - Humognrs, '] Yeave to- you, Sir» to judge ; It is as:'bada 
Miſtzke as that:of an Apple for an 'Oyſter. _ 

la 
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In his thirteenth Page be ſcemeth to think, that the 
Duty of keeping an ordinary Communion with the Pariſh- 
Miniſter, (for - that, : or nothing; . he muſt mean by his 
Phraſe of o«r Church-Communion) is a plainer and greater 
Duty, than — our Edification, becauſe he thinks 
that is diſputable, doubtful, &c, Of this, Sir, I hope he 
ſhall never perfwade me, ,nor you, uatil he hath perfwa- 
ded us, that it is better for us to keep to a piece of Ci- 
vil Order, than to look after the Salwation of our own 
Souls ; and if this were true, an cafie exchange might be 
made for a Soul. 


Is bis:14, 15, 16, 17, 18, he hints us of three Mi- 
ſtakes Men may have as to Edification. 


1: When they take nice and ſpeculative Notions, for great 
edifying Truths : Such as conje&ural Notions about the $S- 
tuation of Par adije of vid, or Hell now ; or about the Length 
of tha Sword. that guarded Paradiſe ; or how the Spirits a- 
bowe ſpend their time, of Rebemob, Wrarnglings of the Schools, 
&c. To make this Buſineſs ſhort, Sir, Go to your Pariſh- 
Church a-while, and to the next Meeting as long, ard let 
this be the Teſt; conclude, that where you hear moſt of 
theſe Diſcourſes, .there your Sonl is leaf edified. What 
this Author faith here, is a great Truth, where there 
is moſt of- theſe - Diſquifitions, there- is leaſt -Edifica- 


t;on, 


2. & ſecond Miſtake he thinks is, When Mev take the O- 
pinjons. of Parties, for undoeubted Truths, eſſential to Salva- 
tigs, - What here the Author means, I cannot imagine : 
Certainly there is no Truth neceſſary - to Salvation, but 
what is the Gpinion of ſome Party or other. If no Truth 
be neceſſary to Salvation, but what is agreed by all Par- 
ties, I am afraid we ſhall find nothing at all neceſſary, or 
very. lictle, Poſſibly the Do@rine of the Tramity(if we ſhut out 
the Socinians from the number of Chriſtians) hardly = 
thing 
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thing elſe. But, Sir, to make this Buſineſs alſo ſhort, our 
Author faith, p. 16. 


That the Notion or Explication of Faith and Spirit, Church 
and Grace, Juſtification, Regeneration, Converſion, 
Adoption, ard other things of like nature, are generaliy 
deficient in our Church, from thoſe of the Separation. 


And indeed he fait true, that theſg are the DoQrines 
wherein Miniſters that preach at Meetings,differ from many 
of thoſe that preach in Pariſh-Churches, (yet not from all, 
but the moſt of them) but not from the Church of England. 
(Sir) again, make your Ears your Judges, read over di- 
ſtinaly the 3s Articles, and the Iriſh Articles, and our 
Homilies, particularly thoſe about Juſtification, and Good 
Works, and Images, then hear Minſters on both ſides, and 
conclude, that thoſe are to be preferred as to Edification, 
that moſt truly and faithfully preach according to thoſe 
Articlet and Homilies, we will abide by that Teſt. His 
laſt Miſtake is, ; 


3. In taking ſudden Heats aud Warmths for Edification : 
As to that, let them anſwer that are concerned, p. 18. 
that whole Page is but reflexive, and upon fo falſe a 
Foundation, as 1 am not willing to trouble my ſelf with 
conſidering it;” or 'to foul my Fingers with ſuch a Dunghill 
of meere words. 


In his 19th Page he comes to what be calls a third Argu- 
mefit to, prove it unlawful for Perſons to leave their Pa- 
rifh-Churches for better Edification : Becauſe (as he pre- 
tends) it will cauſe endlefs Diviſions, Here, Sir, we muſt 
examige, 


1. The Trath of tbe thing. 


2. The proper Cauſe of the Effe@ uch an Effet will 
cmaley follow. 4 fe, 


Admit 
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"Adinit, Sir,” hae: in tle ſame Family; frerd Perſons 
ſhould find it better for the Improvenienits'of their Souls 
in Knowledge, Faith, Love, Obedience, boly Zeal, to go to 
ſeveral Pariſhes to hear their Miniſters , or to ſeveral 
Meetings, what diviſion is here? It is this Day done in a 
thouſand Families, -all the Members of which yet. live in a 
perfe&t Unity one with another ; the” Wife' deaily loves 
the Husband, and.;he again, his Wife the Childreo truly 
honour the. Parents A e' Parents; as truly love their 
Children ; the Servants honour - and. obey their Maſters, 
they are as Fender, Gfbeir, pecvants. = 


1 pray, . ir," as' to this. P iat, bet 35x vet hier 
be your Judges :. " See- wha it les.arg {025 decently u- 
nited, than thoſe i in which.you wi ill obſerve this different 
Motion' when they go to mea Aqd,.Sir, there is obvi- 
Reaſon for it, {peaks M it to ule ſ: ſome Conk Oengs 
atJR Reaſon of, oe Is 5 WG a,:;wben th [3' catingt be guided b 
the meer Dittates a s Op ies of others; and ix Is Mo 
certain, that thoſe *who live moſt up to the Rule of Seti- 
pture, - and Square of Reaſon, . make the, beſt Correlates 
in any Relation ; and thoſe, the worlt, ' who are led by 
Humour, or the mect DiQates and Wills of others. 


'But admit, Sir, Diviſion be the confequebr' of Perſons 
(in the ſame Pariſh) going to hear in ſeveral places, for 
better Edification (as we ſee it is) will this prove it «nlaw- 
fu tor People to go-?. Juſt as much as it argueth, Chriſt's 
coming iato the World Uibreliey for the Salvation of 
Mankind) unlawful, becadſe himſelf tells'us, Hat. 20. 34, 
Z5- That be came nof to ſend Peace, but 'a Sword : For 1 am 
come to fet a "Man at' variance 4 his' Father, and the 
Daughter againſt ber Mother, and the CE I a= 
gainſt ber Mother-in- Law. | 


i, ue 1% 


| Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe a few particular Perſons in a Pariſh, (who tho' 
themſelves blind, yet will undertake to judge of Colours) 
through their Peeviſhnelſs or i}-Nature, or ej Pride and 
[zaorance, will have atl Men to be of their Laſt, and to 
do as they do,. or they will quarrel with them, nick-name 
them, purſue them ia all Courts of Judicature, never let 
them be quiet, &c. doth this conclude, that thoſe who are 
thus twnted, do any ſinful thing ?. It will rather be a pre- 
fumption of the contrary. Diviſion is no'neceſlaryConſe- 
quent of Peoples not going to their Pariſh-Church.” > What 
hath my Neighbour to do with my Soul, further than to 
admoniſh me, if he ſeeth Sin upon me? Muſtfevery Man 
cut his Hair,or Beard, in the ſame Faſhion, becauſe elſe his 
Neightibour will call him, Prick-ar, of Rojndbead, 'and ſtrike 
him/gver the Face :*Or if he doth not, muſt he'ſin ? "1 
am not to be charged with a ſinful Effect of my AQtion, 
(or Conſequent rather) which floweth from the Malice 
and Corruption of another's Heart, upon my doing what 
I believe to be my Daty. 


'T cagnot, Sir, but I muſt obſerve to you, that ſtrange 
paſſage of his, p. 20. where he calls it a fatal Day , when 
——Liberty ſhould be given to every Man to chooſe his Paſtor. 
A thing he knows ſo evident in Scripture, fo plaia ia 
all the PraQtice of the Primitive Church, and ſo conſo- 
nant tg all Reaſon and Religion, as nothing can. be 
more: 


It is an Argument that Men and Women are debauch- 
ed into a lamentable Opinion of their Souls, that can 
as think, that they ought not to have as much Li- 

ty to chuſe Paſtors for themſelves, as they will challenge 
for a'Shooe-maker to fit their Feet with Shooes, or for 'a 
Taylor to fit their Bodies with a Suit of Cloaths. * 


C | 4+ Sir, 
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it. be true; *rilff the Right of another be proved, to.chooſe 


firſt Eletion, or-afi after Sybmuſlion, © $31861% 213 Ii 


" There-evet was, ah4 white this World' ſtands there 
will eyer be difference in the Miniſters Auditories, "till God 
makes all, Miniſters, equal in Gifts -and Abilities. Neither 
do T,much underſtafd the Diſcouragement of a. /mall Flock 
(dppoſing the Midler. to have a Livelihood). the fewer 
Souls a Miniſter hath under his Charge, the Jelſer his .Ac- 
count will be at the: Day- of. Judgment.;; . 'To whom 
many Souls are entriſted , of ' him- will many be re- 
quired. 


But (faith our Author) what sf our Paſtor be idle, or re- 
'" miſs in bis Duty, of corrupt in the Faith, and teacheth 
Error 


= 
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Erroy in{tead of ſound Do@rine, and we bave no means 
bn 7 Edific ation, : What mui we,ao ? 44(6. ws take in Poj- 
0 | 


- 


x inſtead of Food, or,ngk be fed-at al? 


A very conſiderable Queſtion ; to which might have 
been added : What if be be of an unholy Life, who builds 
with one Hand, and deſtroyeth . with . the other ? To whom 
People are ready to ſay when he reproveth one, Phy/3tiar 
beat thy ſelf., « How can we -think - you believe, as you ſpeak, 
when we ſee you do not live as you ſpeak ? 


But to the Queſtions as formed by himſelf, (Sir) the 
Author replies, To be ſure you maſt not 117 into Schiſmatical 
Separation, It. is. more tolerable to go to atber Congregations 
of our Communion, that may be irregular, but it 1s not ſchiſ= 
matical, What doth he mean by a ſchiſmatigal Separation ? 
Shall the following Words expound him ? 7t is more toles 
rable to go to other Churches of our Communion, What is the 
meaning of that? Are aot all Congregations, where the 
ſame Dodtrine is preached, and the ſame Worſhip, I mean 
AtQs of Worſhip, performed, of the ſame Communion ? 
Doth the Difference in the Miniſters Habits, and Words 
in Prayer, make a different Communion ? 


But is it lawful to go to other Pariſh-Churches ? No, 
faith. our Author, that is irregwar ; and if it were not ſo, 
ſurely Men ſhould not be made ſuch deep Sufferers for 
that venial Sin, 


'But he thanks God, We bave a Government, which upon a 
juſ} and modeſs Complaint, will quicken the , Lazy and Negli- 
geut, cored the heretical Paſtar, awd reſtore td you true Edifi- 


Cation. | 


I have not a, Word, Sir, to ſay, againſt this : Judge 
as you ſee what is true or fa}ſe' ig theſe Things, is Mat- 
ter of Demonſtration-, - and therefore there need no 
Words about it, dl | 


G'A The 
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The Author, Sir, concludes hisDiſcourſe with the Re- 
eommendation of two things to us. : 


1. That if we fancy any Defefs in our Government, we 
ſhould not hence conclude, that we have not fufficient Edification 
in the Church to ſave our Souls, | 

I know, Sir, you cannot but obſerve, r. How the Au- 
thor hath forgot his Qpeſtion, which he; . 1, ſtated con» 
cerning, better Edification, 


Sir, I do not think any ſober Diſſenter will deny, tbat 
Men and Women may be ſaved in the Church of England: | 
know many of them do think, that many will be ſaved in 

- the Popiſh Communion, where they have no better Light to 
make vſe 'of, than they have in Spain and 7taly, and live 
up totheir Light ; doth it therefore follow,that they muſt 
not - withdraw Communion-from Rome ? I do not here 
compare the- Chxreb of England with the Romiſh Synagogue, 
I only bring this as an Inſtance, that a Sufficiency of the 
Means of Grace to bring Men to Heaven, is not enovgh 
for pious Souls to look after ; if it were, there needed no 
Exhortations to grow in Grace, 


© Bow Gomes the Queſtion to be altered here, p. 22. Or 
this to be uſed. as an Argument not to ſeek for further Edi- 
Hing ; that in the Church of England there is ſufficient Edi- 
fication, ( Means of Edification, I preſume he means) to 
ſave Souls, have Chriſtians no more to-do, doth this Au- 
thor think, than to look juſt to get to Heaven ? Surely 
their Buſineſs is in the firſt place to plorifie God ; and that 
can be no otherwiſe, than by bringing forth much Fruit ; 
Fobn 15.8. Herein, ſaith our Saviour, ts my Father glorified, 
5f you bear much Fruit. - There are ſome- whoſe Work ſhall be 
burnt, . and they ſhall ſuffer loſs, but yet they themfelves ſhall be 
faved, yet ſo as by Fire, 2 Cor. 3.15, 


Every 
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Every good Chriſtian will think himſelf concerned fo 
to live, ſo to walk as he may moſt glgrifie God, and be 
ſaved, yet not ſo, as by Fire, 


He goeth on, 


" If upon a nice ſearch, and' critical enquiry, they think they 
have found ſome little Flaws and Defeits, improper Phraſes, 
doubtful Sentences, and ſome ſmall Omiſſions in the Matter 
of our Prayers and Diſcipline ;, yet let them not conclude, that 
theſe can weigh in the Ballance againſt the black Sin of Schiſm 
and Separation ;, and all its ſai Conſequents, which is ex- 
euſed by nothing elſe, but Terms of Communion plainly ſin- 
ful. 


Sir, We muſt give-them leave to load' Pratices, they 
do not like hard Names, when they are not able to con- 
vince the Authors of them of any Sin. I could wiſh, 
that we conld hear more of the black Sins of Dramkenneſs 
and Whoredom, and prophane Curſing, and Swearing ©, but 
they can never Name Schiſm and Separations, but they 
muſt repreſeat that as a black Sin, yet they will never 
tell us in any intelligible Diale&t, what this ſame Sin an- 
to Death is ? Wherein it lies? Which of the Ten Com- 
mandments it oppoſeth, &c? Let them firſt tell us, What 
the Church is, and open how we ever were united to It, 
and then ſhew as plainly, how we are ſeparated from it, 
and we will cry Peccavimus, if we cannot ſhew them, 
that the Terms upon which we muſt have had Communi- 
>" it, were. ſuch as we had juſt Reaſon to believe 


But Sir, when Diſſenters plead Separation lawful for 
better Edification, it is not ſo much with reſpe& to the 
Worſhip, and Government, as tothe Preaching moſt ordina- 
TY in It; not that there-are not excellent Preachers that 
do Conform.to the Church. of England ; but with all there 

are 
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are others, many of which alſo may be very Learned and 
450d" Men , bat yer a9t baye;the Gitt of Pregcying.,, . 
Eaification is much” more cogerngd, in the, DoGrime' ind 
Preaching, which Men ordinarily hear and' attend, *than 
it is in the Form of a Churches Government, and in the 
Prayers uſed there ( though they alſo influence it) in a 
much lower Degree doth, for a Knowledge of the Things 
of God, being the Fenndation of all Faith, Love, Obe- 
dience, or any ſanQtified AﬀeRtion ; that Ordinance which 
moſt contributes to that, muſt neceſſarily moſt contribute 


to Edification. 


It is therefore the Preaching in moſt Pariſh Churches, 
which People look at, as leſs tending to Edification; than 
what they hear elſewhere, being leſs fitted to their Un- 
derſtandings, and Memories ; leſs awakening and Opera- 
tive upon their AﬀeCtions; if any of them aſſign any 
thing in the Publick Worſhip, or the Government of 
the Church, as giving them Cauſe. to withdraw their 
Preſence from the former, or Concurrence with the lat- 
ter; it is ordinarily of another ' Nature, not for further 
Edification meerly. Whereas Sir, our Author faith, p. 24. 
That he doth not underftand, what it is to be better /aved, 
or more ſaved? We cannot help that, the Apoſtle 1 Cor, 
3.15. Will teach him what he pretends to be ſo unin- 
telligible, 


His next Councel is p. 24. Zet Edffication. be placed in 
the ſubſtantial Parts of Religion, | 


Sir, We have our Religion yet to ſeek, if Faith agd 
Holineſs , be not the ſubſtantial Parts of it. There is 
none that denieth, that a right Faith, and: an boneſt Con- 
wer ſation is taught in our Church. The Queſtion 4s, Whes 
ther they be ordinarily taught, in all Pariſh Churches in 
the beft Manner for Pegples:: Underſtanding either,.; or 


Improvement in' either ? 'They'.ere certainly Mg 


EE 
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the . beſt manner with Reference to Edification, when 


they are taught ſo plaidly as all the Hearers may under- 
ſtand them;'and what is ſaid, is ſo proved and juſtified 
from 'Holy Writ; that their Faith ( whoſe Obje&, *tis 
not poſſible ſhould be any Thing, but a Divine Revela- 
tion ).can be founded not in the Wiſdom of Mens fine 
Words, or fallible Ratiocinations ; but in the Power of 
God, 'aud in the Wiſdom of the Divine Will revealed in 


x 


his Word, 


If the Author Sir means, that theſe Things are taught 
in our Thjrty Nine Articl:s, .and in ſome particular 
Churches, all that he can infer is, That it is not lawful 
for us to divide our ſelves, from the Dofrine of Faith in 
thoſe Articles, nor from ſuch Places where we dwell, 
where thoſe Do@rines are ſo. Preached, if ever we were 
united to then. - 1f he means, , that in all Pariſh Churches, 
Faith, and ' Holineſs. are ſo: preſſed, and preached ;, he will 
find it denied by many, and. impoſſible by himſelf to be 
proved. , I Tee, Sir,-.nothing more in all the Book you 
ſent. me (unleſs Words, ) 


” To draw up all in ſhort Sir. 


If all the Miniſters and Chriſtians on the Earth ( not 
apoſtatized to Idolatry ) be but one Church, her Do- 
Grine, and Werſhip, one and the ſame ; how is it poſſible, 
that any ſhould ſeparate from it, who adhereth to the 
Do&@rine of 'it, atid lives in the performance of the ſame 
Ads of Worſhip, that God is honoured by in every Part 


"of it ? For it is certain, that all ſuch Perſons as are Mem- 


bers of it, nEither do, nor ever did Worſhip God in the 
ſame Place, nor by the ſame MNamerical Acts; nor are 
under the fame external Form of Church-Government, and 
Order : So as there is no pretence of. Separation from the 
Catholick Viſzble Church, 1 know no other Church, bur 
the particular Church "of which ag individual Perſon is. a 
Member. - -— 

Let 
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Let us conſider that, as ſignifying the whole Body of 
Chriſtians wherein we live ( upon which Account we fome- 
times ſpeak of a National Church) how. can a Perſon 
more ſeparate from that, than from the Catbolick Church 
(Sir) who adhereth to the Do@rine of Faith owned in it, 
and ſerveth God in any Part, or corner of it by the 
ſame ſpecifical As of Worſhip, that whole Body of Peo- 
ple ſerveth God by, and in? For neither do all the Peo- 
ple in any Nation meet in the ſame Place to Worſhip 
God ; nor do the Miniſters uſe the ſame Words, in all 
their Prayers, or Sermons, nor do People uſe the ſame 
Habits and Poſtures in their Ats of Worſhip : Do they 
mean the Particular Congregation of which Men are * 
Members ? It is impoſſible a Man ſhould ſeparate from a 
Church in that Senſe who never was a Member' of it, 
and as impoſſible that any ſhould finfully withdraw Com- 
munion from a Church in that loweſt Notion, that can- 
not without Sin, have Communion with - it, ia that, or 
thoſe ARs in whick he withdraweth 'his Communion. 
Neither is he to be called a Separatiff, that only with- 
draweth his Communion from -it as to an buman Tradi- 
tion, and is yet ready to have Communion with it in eve- 
ry Divine Inſtitution. 


- It is moſt certain that, Chriſt did ,ſo, as to the, Jews, 
and alſo kept a Communion'diftin& from them, though 
he did not wholly caſt off Commuinioa with them,  Jobr: 
—_— kept a Communion with the. Jewiſh Church, yet 
ſufficiently reflefted on the. Corruptions of it; and nei- 
ther reſtrained his Preaching, nor Baptizing to the Sy-+ 
nagopwes -or Temple. This ſame thing ſo clamour'd on, 
under the Notion of the black Sin of Schiſm and Separa- 
tion, If it ſignifieth any thing more, than a withdrawing 
trome ſome Rites, and Ceremonies of no Divine Inſtitati- 
"vn, no Neceſſity , the Impoſition of which, and a Compli- 
ance with which ſome Perſons judge ſinful ; 1 muſt pro- 
fets my ſelf not in the leaſt Degree to underſtand it, "ws 
i 
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if it ſignifhes no more, which of the Ten Commandments 
it is oppoſed to. I cannot underſtand, nor how to ex- 
cuſe him from it, who did the like, yet was Holy, T#- 
defiled, Separate from Sinners. 


But Sir, as to what is faid in this Diſcourſe, That it 
is ſinful for a Man ( agreeing in all the Points of Faith, 
in all the ſubſtantial Parts and Ads of Worſhip with all 
Chriſtians in the World, and more eſpecially with all 
thoſe in the Nation, or in the Pari/:; wherein he Lives ) 
not ordinarily to join in thoſe Numerical Aqs of Wor- 
ſhip which the reſt of the Pariſhioners, or many of 
them join in; becauſe the Preachins and Praying, or 
other Adminiſtrations of Holy Things in that Place, is 
not. ſuch, as he by Experience findeth moſt conducive to 
the Profit of his Soul, either to convey to him the 
Knowledge of the Things of God, or to affe& bis Heart 
with Love to, and Zeal for God. It is of all Things, that 
which 1 leaſt underſtand, And (Sir) I hope it is the 
laſt Thing any ſhall beat into my Head. 


If any hath a Deſign upon me (Sir) let him attempt 
if he can to prove, that I have Soul, or if any, yet that 
Soul ( or Thing called ſo) is but the Crajis of my Bo- 
dy, no diſtin Being from ir, but ſhall with it Dre and 
Putrifie, and never with it riſe more, to hear of what 
I have done in the Fleſh, Or let him attempt, if he can 
to perſwade me, that I am not with this Soul to endea- 
your to my «tmoſt to Gloyifie God, But I hope he ſhall 
never, ſo long as I believe that there is a God, or that I 
have an Immortal Being within me, with which I ought 
to glorifie this God (the Eternal Concern of which I 
am above all Things to mind) and in Order to it, to 
obey Goq by doing his Will. 

Perſwade me, that it is ſinful for me to leave my Pa- 
yiſh Church, and go to hear the Word of God, and join in 
his Holy [aſtitutions in another Place, that 1 may = 

ul 
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build up my Soul in the Xzowledge of God, in the Farth 
of God, or Love to bim. 


Nor indeed (to give this Author his due ) (though 
in his firſt Lines he pretended to do ſome ſuch Thing ) 
hath» he in his Book at all purſued i ; but only proved, 
that I ought not to go from my Pariſh Church that I 
may Edifie more ;, when as there 1s no Place I can go ta, 
where it is poſſible I ſhould Edifie more ; and fuggeſted that 
we do not know what Edification meaneth, Having there- 
fore as to the Latter ſatisfied him, that if himſelf knows 
what Edification means, we alſo do; for we underſtand 
the ſame Thing by it, that be means; I hope be will 
give us leave to judge of the former, as being the moſt 
competent Judge of what we beſt underſtand, and feel 
the beſt Effets of; and no more pretend to know bet- 
ter, what Preaching I beſt underſtand, and is moſt ſui- 
ted to my Soul, than he can pretend to kgow what Food 
beſt agreeth with my Stomack, and Digeſtion, and ſerverh 
beſt for my Novuriſhmeat. l 


As to this Buſineſs of Edification, what is ſaid of the Phy- 
fttian, is true of the Divine, as the one gives Phyſick, ſo 
the other preacheth, Nor ad bominem, ſed ad Socratem, the ' 
ſame Matter, and Method, and Phraſe, and Stile, is not. for 
the ſame Edification of all. that, may-go to hear. 


And this, Sir, is enovgh, I think, to have ſpoken of this. 
matter: For it is certain, that all things ſpoken now- 
a-days edifie not, nor do all things which may ia ſome de- 
gree,edific ſome, inthe ſame, or jadeed in any degree. edr- ' 
fie others. Let therefore us have the favour that Dame : 
obtained of Matzar, Day. 1. 11, let us have that Pulſe to 
eat, and that Water to drink, which we find beſt agreeing 
with our Stongachs, Concottion, and Digeſtion ;, and let it et- 
ther be judged by God at the end of the World, or by 
any reaſonable Man, after a determinate Numher of Years, 
whether thoſe who are fed with the' King's eat, or = 

that 
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that have been fed with that Pulſe and Water, be more 
full of the Knowledge of the Things of God, more full of 
Love to God, more pious in our As of Devotion, more full 
of Ads of Juſtice and Charity, more exerciſed in a good 
Conſcience both towards God and Man, from whence this 
Edification will be beſt concluded. 


The Sum of all which this Author hath ſaid, lies in Four 
Things. 


I. What is impoſſible to-be bad, 1s unlawful to be attempted. 
By this Medium, he proves, going to Meetings for further 
E dification unlawful. - But, Sir, did ever any Man before-him 
reaſon from impoſſibility, to ualawfulneſs of endeavour ? 1 
always thought the Queſtion, (as ſtated by him) ſuppoſed 
the poſſibility of ſuch a thing, as further edifying : Beſides, 
that there are many things lawful enough to be endeavoured, 
which yet cannot be obtained. 


Secondly, If it be ot Tanful T8 go to Meetings for miſtaken 
Edification, then it 18 110t lamful to go thither, for true and real 
Eaification, *T his is the Sum of his Reaſoning, p. 13, 14, 


Is, 16,17, 18, 19. 


Thirdly, That which will cauſe endleſs Diviſions is not law- 
ful : Which is no further true, than thoſe Divifions neceſ- 
farily ariſe out of the pretended Caufe. The Goſpel hath 
cauſed Diviſions, ever ſince it was preached, now more 
than 1600 Years; and, for ought 1 ſee, is like to do fo 
ſtill : Yet, 1 hope, it is neither unlawful to preach ir, nor 
 tolive vp to the Rule of it, This is his Argumeatation, 


p. 19, 20. 


Fourthly, That which is a diſcour agement to an boneſt and 
truly Chriſttan Miniſtry, is unlawful. It he means by an bo- 
neſt Chriſtian Mimſtry, all Miniſters, or many ſuch Mini- 
ſters as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, that live well, being Exam- 


ples to ihe Flock of Chriſt, ſuch as are deſcribed, 1 Tim. 3. Iz 
4+» an 
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4.: and-1 Titus:6,7, 8; 9. (and ſuch the Apoſtle faith Mi-: 

niſters.msſt be, 1 Tim. 32.) and ſuch as Rule well, ſhewing 

it firſt in the Governmeat'of their own Families, 41; Tim. 3, 
$-"Labojuring in the Word and. Do@rine. He ſpeaks true, 

for the Apoſtle ſaith, ſuch are worthy of double Honour, and 

to diſcourage ſuch,is unqueſtionably ſinful : But if he means 

others, it is far eaſier to prove it {finful to countenance and I 

1acourage,, than'to diſcourage them. ' '' .. --- 


By this time, Sir, I need not tell you my Thoughts, that 
the Hypatbe/3s of this Antbor, 'had need of better Arguments 
than what he bath brought to proye-it, and you may be 
judge of the. Truth, of what can-be obetter proved. 


